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Impact of poor oral health on children's wellbeing & the NHS

Flexible commissioning programme in Y&H

Generic dental pathway for LAC/CiC planned for Y&H
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Flexible commissioning

Flexible commissioning involves varying a dental contract  
contract to utilise the additional services sections of the 
contract within the existing financial envelope 

Mandatory Services
(UDAs)

Additional Services

Advanced Mandatory Services, 
Dental Public Health, Domiciliary, 

Sedation, Orthodontic,
Partnership Working



FLEXIBLE 
COMMISSIONING 

FACILITATING ACCESS TO 
DENTAL CARE

TARGETED ENHANCED 
PREVENTION

SKILL MIX DELIVERY

ENHANCED TRAINING OF 
DENTAL NURSES



build and evidence strong working 
relationships with stakeholders which should 

include the local dental community, social care 
teams, health visitors etc. 

establish key links with Health and Social care 
providers to enable referrals into the practice 

from key population groups. 

work collaboratively with local networks

WHOLE SYSTEM RELATIONSHIPS AND 
INTERDEPENDENCIES 

FLEXIBLE 
COMMISSIONING 



FACILITATING 
ACCESS TO 
DENTAL CARE

ACCESS PATHWAYS FOR CHILDREN 
THROUGH LINKS WITH ;

Health Visitor Teams

Social Care Teams 

CYP practitioners 

Looked After Children teams











CHILD TARGETED PREVENTION 
SESSIONS

Caries 26,754

GA 2110

TOTAL CHILD SESSIONS =28,864

ADULT TARGETED PREVENTION 
SESSIONS

Dry mouth 665
Dementia 227
Osteonecrosis risk 316
Diabetes 1159
High needs 4565

TOTAL  ADULT SESSIONS = 10,025



The 146 Flexible 
Commissioning 
practices in Y&H have 
delivered 39,607 new 
adult patient 
appointments and 
18,570 new child 
patient appointments 



HEALTH VISITOR 
REFERRALS 1299

SOCIAL CARE 
REFERRALS

858



“I would like to thank you and the local Hull dental 
practices involved for the prioritisation which is now 
offered to one of our most vulnerable groups of children. 
The quarterly report which went to the Hull Corporate 
Parenting Board in September describes an incredibly 
positive picture regarding dental access and provision and 
was obviously well received. 

What a pleasant relief to not have to explain in great detail
to the practice, what a vulnerable child is and why we have 
a duty to ensure a collaborative approach was used by 
health practitioners to meet their health needs. It felt really 
good to have made it happen with such ease.”



A dental pathway 
for looked after 

children



Challenges

•
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Dental care pathway for Children in Care (CiC)

Carer takes form to IHA or returns to CiC Health Team 

Dental Assessment Form sent to CiC/carer

Findings incorporated into IHA report or health update report

Dentist completes form and returns to carer 

At three-month LAC review, check that dental care required has been/is being provided

Prior to review health assessment carer arranges a new dental appointment. Pathway continues

Child enters care



Dental care pathway for Children in Care (CiC)
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Child enters care
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• Expand implementation

• Digitisation?

• Data



Opportunities



•

Dental Assessment Form Pathway

Simonhearnshaw@nhs.net

Lucyridsdale@nhs.net

Scan me!


