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Our contact details

• Mona Kanaan (AutumnTerm) – stats 
queries 

– mona.kanaan@york.ac.uk

– Tel. 01904 321375

• Elena Ratschen (Spring Term) –

methods queries

– elena.ratschen@york.ac.uk

– Tel. 01904 321678

Monday 1-3pm best time or use the blog – on the 
VLE under Module Materials Q & A



About the Module

AIMS:

• To provide a foundation for 
students who are expected to 
engage with either research 
findings or the research process.

• To introduce (and place in 
context) knowledge that will be 
developed in other modules.



Aims continued

• To give students the knowledge and skills 
to finish the module having learned 
enough about research methods to be 
able to understand research findings and 
develop a research question, search the 
literature, undertake basic critical 
appraisal, plan an appropriate 
methodological approach, select 
appropriate methods of data collection, 
and outline a broad approach to analysing 
data.



Module Structure
Session Session title Lecturer
19th Sept. 2016 Introduction Dr Mona Kanaan

Autumn Term
1 Collecting data and questionnaire design Dr Mona Kanaan

2 Summary statistics Dr Mona Kanaan

3 More on summary statistics Dr Mona Kanaan

4 Comparing means of two samples 
independent/dependent using the t-test

Dr Mona Kanaan

5 Cross-tabulations of two categorical variables Dr Mona Kanaan

6 Scatter diagrams and correlation coefficient Dr Mona Kanaan

7 Making Sense of statistics I Dr Mona Kanaan

8 Making Sense of statistics II Dr Mona Kanaan

Christmas Break
Spring Term

9 Thinking like a health scientist Prof. Carl Thompson 

10 Identifying the best research design to fit the 
research question

Dr Antonina Mikocka-
Walus

11 Searching for information and information handling Mr David Brown

12 Interventions Dr Puvan Tharmanathan

13 Observational research designs Dr Lorna Fraser 

14 Systematic reviews Dr Catriona McDaid and 
Dr Amanda Perry

15 Qualitative approaches to research, data and 
analysis

Dr Paul Galdas

16 Ethics in health research Dr Steve Holland

17 Communicating your research Prof. Carl Thompson 

EXAM
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Formative assessment

• Each session (except for the session 
on communication) will end with a 
quiz not exceeding 10 multiple-
choice questions. 

• Students need to answer all 
questions correctly (multiple 
attempts are allowed) to be able to 
access the next session materials 
(adaptive release). 

• Automatic feedback will be provided.



Summative Assessment

• Summative Quizzes: 15%

– will take place in weeks 3, 6 and 9 of 
the module.

• Exam: 85%

– This will be a short-answer 2-hour 
closed-book exam. Research extracts 
(abstracts, fragments of research 
papers, protocols) will be provided, each 
accompanied by several short-answer 
questions. The mixed-methods 
questions will cover the content of the 
module. 



Specimen



Questions?


